EPISODES   OF  THE   GEEAT   WAR         [1917

Intense bitterness was roused by letters from home,
which told the peasant of the struggle of his women-
kind to keep his farm in cultivation; while the
workmen of the towns were exempted by thousands
for munition making. There was dire confusion in
the medical services during the battle, and wounded
were sent all over France to spread despondency by
the tale of their needless sufferings.

The first signs of revolt appeared about 20th May,
not in the troops fighting on the Aisne, but in corps
which had been some months in reserve. The con-
tagion spread to the men in the line, and in certain
divisions nearest Paris the mutiny seemed to have
something of the character of a first step in political
revolution. The crisis showed Petain at his best.
He insisted on reforming flagrant abuses. The
penal measures used were few; less than a dozen
suffered death as mutineers. But Petain set himself
to a great work of education and exhortation. In
two months he visited and addressed the officers
and men of over one hundred divisions, and created
a profound impression. He had no tricks to win
popularity, no easy geniality, none of the air of the
bon enfant; he was always grave and dignified,
always the general-in-chief. But such was the
atmosphere of calm resolution which he bore with
Mm, such the simplicity and sincerity of his voice
and eyes, that he moved audiences which the most
finished orations would have left untouched. Honestly
and gravely he told them of the peril of their country
and the cause for which they and their Allies fought.
By the middle of June the danger was past. But one
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